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TAGS: PFOR, US, GWA UK, UR 
SUBJECT: FRG-GDR BORDER SURVEY 

REF: BONN 16496 

SUMMARY: BRITISH HAVE BRIEFED FRENCH AND US IN TRI- 
PARTITE MEETING ON CURRENT PROBLEM REGARDING MARKING BY 
PRG-GDR BORDER COMMISSION OF FRG-GDR BOUNDARY IN OLD UK 
ZONE. END SUMMARY. 

1 . PROBLEM IS WHETHER BOUNDARY SHOULD RUN IN RIVER 
OR ALONG GDR BANK POR A 43.4 KILOMETER STRETCH OP THE 
ELBE RIVER LYING BETWEEN LAUENBURG AND SCHNACKENBURG. 
ORIGIN OP DISPUTE IS 1945 UK-USSR AGREEMENT THAT THAT 
PART OF HANNOVER PROVINCE ON EAST SIDE OP ELBE WOULD 
BECOME PART OP SOVIET ZONE (UK AT SAME TIME RECEIVED 
TWO SMALL AREAS PROM SOVIET ZONE NEITHER OP WHICH PACES 
THE ELBE OR HAS CAUSED PROBLEMS IN MARKING THE FRG-GDR 
BOUNDARY). JUSTIFICATION FOR TRANSFER OP THE HANNOVER 
PROVINCE AREA TO THE SOVIET ZONE WAS THAT THE ELBE PORMS 
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A NATURAL BOUNDARY AND THAT THE BRIDGES PROVIDING ACCESS 
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HAD BEEN DESTROYED IN THE WAR THUS MAKING ADMSNISTRATION 
OE AREA BY UK EORCES DIFEICULT. 

2. THE UK-USSR AGREEMENT AS REPORTED IN CONL/P(45)5 
(JULY 25, 1945) REFERS TO "THAT PART OP REGIERENBEZIRKE 
LUNEBURG LYING IN THE PROVINCE OF HANNOVER LYING EAST OP 
THE RIVER ELBE." UK "NOTES ON CHANGES IN THE BOUNDARY 
BETWEEN THE RUSSIAN AND BRITISH ZONE" OP JULY 27, 1945 
SAYS THE ORIGINAL ZONAL "BOUNDARY RUNS EAST OP THE RIVER 
ELBE, THUS INCLUDING IN THE UK ZONE A STRIP OF COUNTRY 

20 MILES LONG AND SIX MILES WIDE, AT ITS WIDEST POINT, 
SEPARATED PROM THE REMAINDER OP THE ZONE BY A BROAD 
RIVER ... IT WAS AGREED AT A CONFERENCE BETWEEN THE 
C OF S UK ZONE AND MARSHAL ZHUKOV AT BERLIN ON JUNE 29, 

1945 THAT THIS AREA SHOULD BE TAKEN OVER BY THE RUSSIANS. 

IT WAS TAKEN OVER BY THE RUSSIANS ON JULY 4, 1945." 

3. UK INTEREST IS TO REMOVE ITSELP FROM A WEST GERMAN 
DOMESTIC SQUABBLE AND TO KEEP PROM BECOMING INVOLVED IN 
PRG-GDR TASK OP MARKING BOUNDARY. UK UP TO TIME OF 
TURNOVER OP ZONAL BORDER RESPONSIBILITIES TO ERG HAD 
PATROLLED ENTIRE WIDTH OP ELBE IN AREA IN QUESTION AND, 
ACCORDING TO UK REP, HAD ADVISED FRG TO CONTINUE THIS 
PRACTICE. ERG, HOWEVER, APPARENTLY DID NOT. BONN 
GOVERNMENT IS NOW IN DIPFICULT POSITION OF BEING 
PERPECTLY HAPPY TO ACCEPT ELBE CHANNEL AS PRG-GDR BOUND- 
ARY IN THE AREA (AND IT HAS MADE CERTAIN CORRESPONDING 
INDICATIONS IN BORDER COMMISSION TO GDR) BUT BEING AT 
SAME TIME FACED WITH PRESS AND OPPOSITION OUTCRY CHARG- 
ING BONN WITH INTENT TO "MAKE THE ERG SMALLER BY POUR 
SQUARE KILOMETERS" (ONE-HALE OP THE RIVER BED ALONG THE 
43.4 KILOMETER STRETCH). A HANDFUL OF COMMERCIAL AND 
SPORT PISHERMEN AND BOATING ENTHUSIASTS HAVE JOINED THE 
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ATTACK ON THE EEDERAL GOVERNMENT. RESPONDING TO A 
QUESTION IN THE BUNDESTAG, GOVERNMENT REPS HAVE SIMPLY 
TAKEN THE LINE THAT ERG NEGOTIATING POSITION IN DELICATE 
TALKS WITH GDR CANNOT BE MADE PUBLIC, THAT THE ERG IN 
THE BORDER COMMSSSION WILL TAKE ACCOUNT OF FRG NATIONAL 
INTERESTS AND THOSE OF PEOPLE LIVING IN THE AREA, BUT 
THAT ERG IN WORK OE MARKING BOUNDARY WITH GDR IS TIED BY 
PAST AGREEMENTS OE OCCUPATION POWERS. THE UK, AT THE 
SAME TIME, IS MAINTAINING ITS POSITION THAT DEMARCATION 
OE BOUNDARY IS UP TO FRG AND GDR. 

4. COMMENT: BONN HAS TAKEN MUCH HEAT IN RECENT WEEKS 
ON THIS ISSUE AND IS ATTEMPTING TO DEELECT IT IN DIREC- 
TION OE EORMER OCCUPATION AUTHORITIES. TROUBLE IS, UK 
DOCUMENTS AND PAST ACTIONS SEEM TO SUPPORT OPPOSITION 
AND PRESS INSISTENCE THAT EASTERN BANK OF ELBE IS 
CORRECT BOUNDARY EOR THE STRETCH IN QUESTION, AND HOW 
ERG WILL BE ABLE TO HARMONIZE THIS WITH ITS OWN INDICA- 
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TIONS TO GDR THAT MID-STREAM PROBABLY AGREEABLE IS AN 
OPEN QUESTION. REGARDING ANY POSSIBLE SIMILAR PROBLEMS 
AND ON CONANT- ADENAUER LETTER OE MAY II, 1953 
(AGSEC(53)417) WHICH LISTED THE LEW MINOR US-USSR AGREED 
BOUNDARY MODIEICATIONS, EMBASSY BELIEVES WE CAN BE AT 
EASE. 

HILLENBRAND 
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